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Interview with Al and Gloria Tarabini - March 15, 2005

Rogers Clothing Store

Al – Gloria and I met after the army.  I went to work for Roger’s Clothing Store in Oakland.  I had worked there all through high school and through college.  All employees that joined the service were guaranteed work when they returned.  I got out of the Army on a Thursday and went back to work at Rogers the next Monday.
I was a “greeter” at the front door and met Gloria at the door on her way back from lunch.  I said, “Can I help you…”

Gloria – I thought ‘Oh yes you can!’  We had a date two days later.  Al was 24 and I was 20 years old.  We have seen each other every day since then.  

He used to come by my folks house every night after work.  We really have seen each other for a long, long time.  

We both lived in Oakland.  We met in August 16, 1953, were engaged the following Christmas and were married the following July 3rd of 1954.

After we firs met we found out that we had both been very involved in music and entertainment since we were kids

-------------------

Al Tarabini

Al – I started playing the accordion when I was six years old. By the time I was fifteen, 1944, I was performing with the USO (Oakland), performing in anything and everything – primarily military bases and hospitals.   During that day there was a lot of Vaudeville in the Bay Area.  I would perform in Vaudeville shows as a soloist.  In 1947, I graduated high school at the age of seventeen and that summer I played at Sunday morning brunches at the Cliff House in San Francisco.  

By September of 1949, after two years of college, I took off on a national tour as a concert accordionist.  I toured with Charles Stuart who had the lead in the original Broadway production of Oklahoma.   The tour ended in May of 1950.

In September of 1950, at the age of 20, I enlisted in the Army; took my training at Fort Ord; was shipped to Augusta Georgia; and finished my advanced training as a Military Policeman.  

While I was at Fort Ord, I would perform with the US Army, on ABC every Sunday.

Gloria –  (Laughing) He was on KGO Channel 7 and I was on Channel KRON Channel 4.

Al – They had an Army recruiting program for an hour every Sunday that provided entertainment throughout the show.  I did that for about eight weeks.  When I finished my Army training, they asked me to be the bandleader of a 60 piece marching band and eighteen piece swing orchestra, which I did from November of 1950 to October of 1952.

In November of 1952, they sent me to Korea as the aid to the Provost Marshall of the IX Corps.  Part of my duties was to escort USO troupes through our Corps. area.  We escorted people like Raymond Burr and Piper Lorie.  I was fortunate to play background music for George Auld and June Christie.  I was sent home mid August 1953 and discharged.  That’s when I met Gloria at Roger’s Clothing store.

-------------------

Gloria Less

Al had his black Ford convertible and thought he was going to live the wonderful bachelor life. (Big smile).   Of course, the thing we shared in common most was our interest in music.

From the time I was four I took tap dancing lessons and at about 12 years old I thought “I don’t want to do this, I want to sing.”  A friend of our family told us about a vocal coach.  Edna Fischer was a prominent musician in San Francisco, a songwriter and regularly featured in the “early days” on live radio. She had a radio show with NBC in San Francisco where I went to audition for her and was fortunate that she took me on as a student.

I studied with her until I was eighteen.  Edna knew a lot of people in the City and Bay Area and I sang with a number of local bands at the Fairmont and St. Francis.  I was on KRON Channel 4 with a program called “Your Show” when I was younger.

I met Del Courtney who was a prominent bandleader at that time.  He was the leader of fifteen to eighteen piece Big Bands.  We would perform at special shows like Miss California contest where Johnny Mathis and I were on the same show.  I met Johnny as a child – I was about 14.

Del Courtney had a television show called “Search for Songs” where amateur songwriters would bring in their work.  The singers on the show – there were three of us – would have about three days to learn them.  We would sing the songs and famous musicians, songwriters and celebrities in that area at the time would judge the songs for the best over a six-week period.  The best of the songs would then be recorded and published.  

It was quite exciting.  I was only sixteen years old and was meeting a number of famous people. 

I performed on those shows for quite a while and in 1952 went on tour with the USO in a company of seven entertainers.   We were based at the Presidio in San Francisco and toured through California, Arizona and Washington.

In 1953 I returned from my tour with the USO and decided to get a job until I became “famous” as a star on Broadway (laughing) and then I met Al.   We would work during the day and sing at night.

-------------------

The Tarabinis

Al – After we met we spent practically every day together.  Music was our love and we enjoyed it but we didn’t do much of anything with it.  We were spending our time getting to know each other and getting prepared for marriage on July 3rd of 1953.

While we were dating we would practice together and play for our families but it wasn’t until after we were married that we formed our first quintet – four musicians and Gloria.   Our first job was at the Officers’ Club at Moffet Field where we played for six years.

From 1954 to 1966 we were fortunate enough to make a living from our music. In 1962 we went to work for Kellogg's Steak House in Walnut Creek where we played regularly until 1968.   We played three or four nights a week for six years.  I also taught accordion and Hammond organ. 

Gloria – And I taught our four children – Eugene, Leslye, Lisa and Tari.  My “wonderful” mother and father cared for our children while we were performing at night.  My father always loved music.  He used to sing and was thrilled to death that I was singing.  They just lived two blocks away from where we lived.  

Sometimes my parents would bring the kids down to the club while we were singing and it was great you know.  The little kids would dance and we thought that was just wonderful.  

Al – During this same time period we would play events at the Fairmont Hotel and Claremont Hotel in Berkeley and Lemington and Lake Merrit Hotels in Oakland as well as places like Meadowbrook Country Club in Lafayette.  

Gloria – We would play lots of “society parties” in San Francisco.

Al – At the Lake Merrit Hotel, 1968, we played three nights a week with some big names at the time. Our band was broadcast live on radio shows Friday and Saturday nights.  We followed greats like Jack Fina and Freddy Martin.  I was leading five other band members at the time and we played weekend dances at the Treasure Island Officers Club from 1969 to 1971.  

By 1966 I took take a day job in the insurance business and in 1971 we decided to hang it up and I went into management full-time.  We played every now and then at local clubs but our “entertaining career” pretty much stopped at that time.

Gloria – The music scene was changing and that’s when we decided to get out of the business. 

Al  – Everything was going towards “Rock” and that wasn’t our style of music.

-------------------

Golden Years of Music 

Al  – October 2003 – 32 years later.  It was my birthday and our children gave us a gift certificate to go to a studio.  They wanted Gloria and I to records a few songs that the kids could keep and play.  

Gloria  – This was also an early Christmas present from our children for Al and I. We cried.  It was very touching.  The thought was that Al would play the accordion and I would sing and that would be it – a keepsake for our family.

Al said, “I know these great musicians and how about….”  And that was the start of something bigger than any of us imagined.

We had known Yancie Taylor for several years and Al always wanted to play with him.  So, Al called Yancie and asked if he could bring along a bass player and drummer.  Yancie agreed and we began recording our first CD in January and wrapped up in May of 2004

We had recorded some nostalgic songs that Gloria and I would perform in our younger years. 

Gloria –  We captured some of the songs from the times we practiced at home with the kids – songs that brought back memories from when they were little.

That July our children made copies of for all the guests at our 50th wedding anniversary and that’s when the “bug bit”.  All of our friends and children loved it.

Al  – What happened with the group is that we got along musically and we liked each other personally.  We all said “Let’s do this again.”   That’s when we began to get serious with scheduled rehearsal time and a plan for a better second CD.

The first recording was pretty good…

Gloria –  We hadn’t worked in years but the first recording was okay.  We weren’t taking the first recording session as seriously.  For the second recording session the band practiced two or three hours every day.

Al –  We got right into it.  In September of 2004 we were serious.    I chose the material and arranged it for the group.  We practiced individually each day and had four practice sessions as a group at Yancie Taylor’s home in Oakland prior to recording.  Three days before we went to the studio we had a six-hour practice session.  It took us three recording sessions of five to seven hours each and two mixing session of four hours each to complete production.  

By the middle of November we were done – ready for Christmas distribution to family and friends.  The enthusiasm is amazing.   We are using the second CD as a demo that we have been proving to potential venues to get some interest.

-------------------
Back in Business 

Gloria –  We have had six performances since we completed the CD.  We were invited to sing at the opening of the grand opening of the remodeled church hall at St. John’s in Napa.  People just got up out of their seats and stated dancing to our first song.  That was our first real performance together since 1971.

People now are calling us and asking where we are playing because we perform a style of music that is almost all but lost these days.  It’s a genre of music that is very meaningful to people who recall a different time – a more “innocent and carefree” day.

In early February 2005, Uva Trattoria (Napa) called and asked if we would play a few songs from our new CD for “Cento Amici.”   Our Trio (accordion, bass and Gloria) performed the dinner show for over an hour – so I guess they liked us.  Now we are looking for work in Bay Area clubs.

Al –  Performing in front of live crowds is important to us because we can tell immediately what works and what doesn’t.   It’s good market research.  We pay attention to  what people want.  We may think it’s good but it may not have mass appeal.  Playing in live venues gives us direct interaction with the audience and immediate feedback.  They are either tapping their toes and dancing or they’re not.

We have a repertoire of over 150 songs with about 50 “high performance” songs that we feel is top quality period music. We are already working on our third CD now and the goal is to have release party by the end of 2005.  The title of that album is “Moods”.

We’re in the prime of our lives.  We’re having fun and enjoying what we like to do best – playing music and make people happy.

Gloria – Our music is meaningful to us of course and the three of all this is that we can see how meaningful it is to others today – both from our generation and younger people too!  

We are just thrilled to be performing again and bringing back to life music a lost era of music – one that people remember fondly.  

Al –  People tell us we play “toe-tapping” music.  Our music makes people want to get up and dance – hold your girl or swing along.  Our music does that.  It’s also cocktail music – Martini time. Our music doesn’t impose on peoples’ space or conversations.  It’s there in the background for people to enjoy.  It’s nice, quiet, enjoyable music for cocktails, dinner and dancing.

Gloria – Our music represents a more innocent time. We had fun back then.  We had serious issues going on in the world then just like today, but our music provided an escape to forget about the cares of the world.  For an hour or two people could listen to our music and relax with friends over a cocktail, tap their toes, have dinner and dance with your girl or gal.  People want that today too.  For some it’s nostalgic some are experiencing it for the firs time. They love it!
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