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Testimonials

Booming Tuesday Night at Uva 

I stopped by Uva Trattoria Tuesday night to catch the Tarabinis and their classic jazz – and was shocked to find the place jammed with not a single place at the bar for a drink. 

Eventually, one opened, and I was able to enjoy the mellow jazz of Al Tarabini on accordion, Yancie Taylor on vibes, as well as bass and drums plus Gloria Tarabini singing familiar (to those of a certain age) Ella Fitzgerald, June Christy and others.

A few people saw the accordion and thought “Lawrence Welk,” but they couldn’t have been further off. The music is very comfortable, not annoyingly formless like today’s “smooth jazz,” but it definitely swings in the style of Art Van Damme and George Shearing. Their next appearance is Dec. 10 at the Napa Valley Museum, and I highly recommend them to anyone who enjoys this type of music, and you know who you are. 

I’m also pleased to note that actor and bartender Eric, one of the best in the Valley, is back from LA and grabbing local gigs as well as pleasing Uva’s fierce fans. It’s easy to see why the place can fill on Tuesday: excellent Italian and Italian-American food prepared by a native Italian food (including small portion if wanted), inexpensive prices, good music and a friendly atmosphere. Fortunately, the tourists haven’t found it; it’s all for us locals (and NapaLife insiders).

Mr. Paul Franson writes in his weekly Napa Life newsletter.
“Dear Al and Gloria:

You packed the house…twice...on a Tuesday night even.  Thank you so much for your efforts. Clearly we entertained a new kind of crowd here at UVA. You’re welcome back anytime.”

Sean Pramuck,Owner UVA Trattoria Restaurant, Napa California

“Dear Al and Gloria:

The Napa Valley Museum would like to thank you all for your performance of Classic Jazz on Saturday, December 10, 2005 in our exhibition gallery.  It was clear that our audience was delighted with the ‘swing’ of favorite tunes, as they toe-tapped in approving reverie. Clearly for many attendees, your music was their music and it brought forward the memories of a special time with smiles and nods of recognition”

Miki Hsu Leavey, Curator of Education, Napa Valley Museum
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