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1950s Clipping Excerpts

June 13, 1952

Radio and Television

Finalists Picked in KPIX ‘Search For Song’ Contest

Gloria Lester Featured Singer for Judges.

“The KPIX “Search for a Song” contest closed Sunday and Del Courtney invited some of us over to help him look for the winner.  A bumper crop of tunes had been weeded down to seven finalists.  The prize:  publication of the winning number by a Hollywood music outfit.

----------------------

Dancing Star - December 1952, Page 9

Pictured above is a group of the 6th Army Special Services singers and dancers which recently returned from entertaining our troops from Mexico to Canada.  L to R:  Kenny Miller, Gloria Lester (singing star of SEARCH FOR SONGS TV show) , David Daniels (singer from hit shows 

OKLAHOMA and SOUTH PACIFIC), Judy Perkins, Bobby Hunter and Mazine Avelar.

----------------------

RADIO AND TV STARS COMING NEXT FRIDAY

Vocalist Gloria Lester appeared four years ago on the Del Courtnet show, and then went on to TV in Hollywood.  She has recently returned from a USO Service Camp show in Canada and Mexico, and is currently appearing with Jack Fisher and his orchestra.

----------------------

Hotel Claremont

February 13, 1962

STRAW MONKEY ROOM – Popular Bay Area Orchestra Leader Al Tarabini and his seven-member combination will provide dance music under the soft lights and romantic South Pacific setting.  Authentic South Pacific dancers will perform original Hawaiian and Tahitian numbers during intermission.

----------------------

The Daily Transcript

“On the Town” by Gene Grossoehme

AL TARABINI TRIO- Still “sounding off” with their high and low notes… the AL TARABINI TRIO is entering their 11th week at KELLOGG’S Walnut Creek with pop and plenty of zing.  They render a happy variety of musical numbers… some gently bluesy, and others with plenty of bounce.  Definitely danceable… this trios is also geared to some casual relaxed and happy listening.  Real nice fellas in this group… excellent musicians…. And lovely GLORIA still sings and twists on the bandstand!

The Tarabini Trio’s two far-out musician partners, JOHN T. LEWIS on the saz and LLOYD SMRSTICK at the drums are both former members of the Orrin Tucker and Jack Fina bands.  This is a good swingin’ group and well worth a listen.  At KELLOGG’S Walnut Creek in their 13th weekend.

----------------------
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“On the Town” by Gene Grossoehme

Friday, March 16, 1962

“KELLOG’S OF Walnut Creek – Since opening day, two years ago, the PRICES and the KELLOG’S found they had a “bomb”, as FRANK PRICE put it.  You have overwhelmingly supported this fin restaurant… and in appreciation, next Monday night, you are invited to dinner… “On the House” to celebrate its 2nd Birthday.  A sit-down dinner, beginning with service and salad… entrée, rolls and butter, coffeee… the whole shebang!  This should be a rouser… don’t miss it!  The AL TARABINI TRIO will come early and play late for your dancing… these fellas are earworthy as all get out.

“KELLOG’S hit the public like a sock on the button when they opened on St. Patrick’s Day in 1960.”

----------------------

The Daily Transcript

“On the Town” by Gene Grossoehme

Friday, March 23, 1962

The 2nd Birthday Party of Kelloggs in Walnut Creek

“If you saw a rosy glow emanating from the area of Arroyo Way in Walnut Creek on Monday night, it was undoubtedly just the high good spirits arising from Kellogg’s celebrating their 2nd Birthday.  You arrived, happily unencumbered by heavy wallets, for dinners were “on the house”… 513 of ‘em… and you stayed and wined and dined and danced til closing.  AL TARABINI’s TRIO was not only good… but enthusiastic, and when AL’s lovely young wife sang, ‘Let’s Twist’… you DID!”

----------------------

“On the Town” by Gene Grossoehme

Friday, April 6, 1962

“AL TARABINI TRIO – now holding sway at KELLOGG’S Walnut Creek each Friday and Saturday nights is a warmly welcomed combo that makes you stand up and dance!  Entering into their 7th week at the popular wining and dining and dancing spot on Arroyo Way, this trio swings out a clear, clean and happy blend of jazz that won’t let you sit still… but good for listeners too.”

----------------------

“On the Town” by Gene Grossoehme

Friday, April 20, 1962

“AL TARABINI TRIO – Entering into their 9th packed weekend at the popular KELLOG’S in Walnut Creek… this attractive and attention getting Trio is making you stand up and dance.  AL’s lovely wife, GLORIA, sings for you while she twists on the bandstand.  Darn good group!”

----------------------
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“On the Town” by Gene Grossoehme

Friday, September 7, 1962
Now entering their 31st swinging week!  AL TARABINI TRIO – At KELLOG’S in Walnut Creek, this vital and alive musical group has come up with something new!    Tonight begins regular Dance Contetsts scheduled for each Friday night henceforth.  Prizes to be awarded for the best in Waltz, Fox Trot, Jitterbug, Latin and Twist… and the audience will do the judging with final decision resting with the orchestra.

As AL TARABINI imparted this delightful bit of info, I became positively giddy… aware of the alarming possibility that it might be almost impossible to determine the “best.”  Making the rounds, I’ve gleamed some rather remarkable footwork in these parts… and the heady inducement of prizes should bring out the competitive swingers in droves.  Incidentally, as a prelude… a little sundown swigging and a spot of food wouldn’t go a amiss.  Why not go the whole bit?  Remember, begins tonight!

----------------------

The Daily Transcript

“On the Town” by Gene Grossoehme

Friday, September 21, 1962

“BIT’s ‘N PIECES – At KELLOGG’S in Walnut Creek on Friday night the youngsters had to stand in the shade.  What we’re trying to say is that a couple in their thirties put the couples in their early twenties to shame in the Twist Contest that night.  Dance contests every Friday night for a while… and this sounds like fun.  AL TARABINI TRIO blows hot and sweet… plus some rollicking rhythms.”

----------------------

Page 3 of 3
The Tarabini’s – Press Kit v.080205


