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Band Member Biographies

The five piece jazz combo “Tarabinis Featuring Yancie Taylor on Vibraphones” offers up soft, classic jazz sounds from accordionist, Al Tarabini, vocalist, Gloria Tarabini, international vibraphonist, Yancie Taylor, plus drummer, Alex Aspinall and bassist, Terry Hilliard. The combo plays to jazz devotees and newcomers alike who appreciate Romantic Ballads, Swing, Gentle Blues, and other favorites from the 1940’s, 50’s and 60’s.   The group entertains at special events throughout the Bay Area and recently completed their second CD, “Nothing More Than Feelings.”

AL TARABINI, Accordion – Entertaining in Northern California since the early 50's through the mid 70's, popular Bay Area orchestra leader. Al Tarabini drew crowds to the happening clubs, restaurants and hotels where regular dance music featured Romantic Ballads, Swing, Gentle Blues, Jazz and other favorites of the time. Al has an extraordinary style that blends the sounds of contemporary Swing and "subtle" Jazz, which makes his music vastly different from the work of other accordionists. The “Big Band” sounds of Count Basie, Glenn Miller, Benny Goodman, and Quincy Jones, plus the small groups of pianist George Shearing, and accordionists Art Van Dame, and Ernie Felice influence Al’s play. Al explains it as playing several notes at once with his right hand, and progressing harmonically as in a Brass, Sax or String section of a full Orchestra. Al began playing at age 7, taking private lessons, then majoring in Music at SF City College, prior to joining the Army in 1950, were he became an Army Band Leader, until his discharge in 1953.
GLORIA TARABINI, Vocals – Gloria began her singing career on San Francisco Radio and Television, appearing weekly on the Del Courtney Show “Search for Songs.”  She traveled extensively with the USO and has performed with numerous San Francisco/Bay Area big bands at such venues as The Fairmont, St. Francis, Claremont, Lemington, Lake Merrit hotels, Meadowbrook Country Club, Moffet Field and Treasure Island Officers Club.  She has been entertaining Bay Area residents for over 50 years.
YANCIE TAYLOR, Vibraphone – A product of the Oakland jazz scene of the 1960’s, professional vibraphonist Yancie Taylor has performed Latin and Jazz for audiences in Japan, France, Holland, Germany, Costa Rica and United States.  The piano styles of Les McCann and Ramsey Lewis, and the Vibe Masters, Milt Jackson, Bobby Hutcherson and Cal Tjader influenced Yancie.  He has entertained his jazz fans at the Oakland “Fifth Amendment” and at many of the greater San Francisco Bay Area’s jazz festivals as well as the Annual Los Angeles Vibraphone Summit since 1994.
TERRY HILLIARD, Bass – Internationally known for his performances with Cal Tjader’s Latin Jazz Orchestra (albums – “Soul Sauce” and “Soul Bird”). Terry started his career in the Bay Area 1956 playing with Johnny Mathis in the Virgil Gonzalves Sextet and is known as a local jazz legend. He has performed with many large Swing Bands and numerous jazz groups including Eddie Alley and his Gentlemen of Rhythm, the Junius Courtney Swing Band, and, for the last twenty years, the Joel Berkham Latin Octet.  Terry’s exciting and unique style has entertained jazz enthusiasts for the past 40 years.
LEIGH WYCKOFF, Guitar – Leigh Wyckoff was surrounded by great music, classical from his father, big band from his mother, from the day he was born. Leigh graduated from Sonoma State University with honors at graduation in music. He also taught guitar and music theory at SSU.  Leigh plays jazz, classical, rock and blues and composed all of the material on his debut jazz album, “Moonlight Café”.  He has performed with jazz artists including Grammy winner Paul McCandless, Richie Cole, BennieWallace, Jerry Hahn, Frank Morgan, Mel Graves, Mark Levine, Peter Welker, Teja Bell, Evan Marshall, Jackie King, and many others.
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